
Miniseries 2
The Spiritual Life:

From Fear to Freedom





The Prodigal Son
Luke 15:11-32



11 Then he said, “A man had two sons, 12 and the younger son 
said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of your estate that 
should come to me.’ So the father divided the property 
between them. 13 After a few days, the younger son collected 
all his belongings and set off to a distant country where he 
squandered his inheritance on a life of dissipation. 14 When he 
had freely spent everything, a severe famine struck that 
country, and he found himself in dire need. 15 So he hired 
himself out to one of the local citizens who sent him to his farm 
to tend the swine. 16 And he longed to eat his fill of the pods on 
which the swine fed, but nobody gave him any. 17 Coming to 
his senses he thought, ‘How many of my father’s hired workers 
have more than enough food to eat, but here am I, dying from 
hunger. 18 I shall get up and go to my father and I shall say to 
him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I 
no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as you would 
treat one of your hired workers.”’

Act I: The Younger Son



20 So he got up and went back to his father. While he was still a 
long way off, his father caught sight of him, and was filled with 
compassion. He ran to his son, embraced him and kissed 
him. 21 His son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and against you; I no longer deserve to be called your 
son.’ 22 But his father ordered his servants, ‘Quickly bring the 
finest robe and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and 
sandals on his feet. 23 Take the fattened calf and slaughter it. 
Then let us celebrate with a feast, 24 because this son of mine 
was dead, and has come to life again; he was lost, and has been 
found.’ Then the celebration began.

Act II: The Father



25 Now the older son had been out in the field and, on his way 
back, as he neared the house, he heard the sound of music and 
dancing. 26 He called one of the servants and asked what this 
might mean. 27 The servant said to him, ‘Your brother has returned
and your father has slaughtered the fattened calf because he has 
him back safe and sound.’ 28 He became angry, and when he 
refused to enter the house, his father came out and pleaded with 
him. 29 He said to his father in reply, ‘Look, all these years I served 
you and not once did I disobey your orders; yet you never gave me 
even a young goat to feast on with my friends. 30 But when your 
son returns who swallowed up your property with prostitutes, for 
him you slaughter the fattened calf.’ 31 He said to him, ‘My son, 
you are here with me always; everything I have is yours. 32 But 
now we must celebrate and rejoice, because your brother was 
dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has been found.’”

Act III: The Older Son



Younger Son

1. Worst request in the world?

2. Life of dissipation = ?

3. Son’s rehearsal vs. 
performance

4. Father’s ridiculous response
a. Running

b. Robe, Ring, Sandals

c. Fattened calf

Some Observations

Older Son

1. Older Son Syndrome… 
unfair!

2. Father’s ridiculous response

3. Problem with son’s 
response?
a. Are they brothers?
b. Are they twins?



The Son’s Rehearsal

18 I shall say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and against you. 19 I no longer deserve to be called your 
son; treat me as you would treat one of your hired 
workers.”’

The Younger Son

The Son’s Performance

21 His son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and against you; I no longer deserve to be called 
your son…’ 22 But his father ordered his servants…



Younger Son:  I screwed up. 

Treat me as a servant, not son.

What are they thinking?? 

Older Son: He screwed up!

Treat him as a servant, not son.

I’ve done my job. Now pay up.

Father: It’s all free!



1 Jesus again in reply spoke to them in parables, saying, 2 “The 
kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king who gave a 
wedding feast for his son. 3 He dispatched his servants to 
summon the invited guests to the feast, but they refused to 
come. 4 A second time he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those 
invited: “Behold, I have prepared my banquet, my calves and 
fattened cattle are killed, and everything is ready; come to the 
feast.”’ 5 Some ignored the invitation and went away, one to his 
farm, another to his business. 6 The rest laid hold of his 
servants, mistreated them, and killed them. 7 The king was 
enraged and sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and 
burned their city. 8 Then he said to his servants, ‘The feast is 
ready, but those who were invited were not worthy to 
come. 9 Go out, therefore, into the main roads and invite to the 
feast whomever you find.’

The Invitation…



10 The servants went out into the streets and gathered all they 
found, bad and good alike, and the hall was filled with 
guests. 11 But when the king came in to meet the guests he saw 
a man there not dressed in a wedding garment. 12 He said to 
him, ‘My friend, how is it that you came in here without a 
wedding garment?’ But he was reduced to silence. 13 Then the 
king said to his attendants, ‘Bind his hands and feet, and cast 
him into the darkness outside, where there will be wailing and 
grinding of teeth.’ 14 Many are invited, but few are chosen.”

The Shocks…



1. The Garment: fair or unfair?

2. The man’s imagination…or lack thereof.
• At a wedding banquet?
• Or a place of judgment?

3. Receives according to his imagination…

Some Observations



The Scouts

Numbers 13–14



Lord/Moses:

Scouts’ (Dis)honor
Scouts: Inhabitants:

Scouts: Lord/Moses:



Romans 8:14-17

14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are children 
of God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall 
back into fear, but you received a spirit of adoption,
through which we cry, “Abba, Father!” 16 The Spirit itself 
bears witness with our spirit that we are children of 
God, 17 and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint 
heirs with Christ, if only we suffer with him so that we 
may also be glorified with him.

Just so you know I’m not 
pulling this out of thin air…



Galatians 4:1-7
1 I mean that as long as the heir is not of age, he is no 
different from a slave, although he is the owner of 
everything, 2 but he is under the supervision of guardians 
and administrators until the date set by his father. 3 In the 
same way we also, when we were not of age, were 
enslaved to the elemental powers of the world. 4 But 
when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, 
born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to ransom those 
under the law, so that we might receive adoption. 6 As 
proof that you are children, God sent the spirit of his Son 
into our hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father!” 7 So you are 
no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an 
heir, through God.

Just so you know I’m not 
pulling this out of thin air…



Philippians 3:1-6
5 Circumcised on the eighth day, of the race of Israel, of the tribe 
of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrew parentage, in observance of 
the law a Pharisee, 6 in zeal I persecuted the church, in 
righteousness based on the law I was blameless. 7 [But] 
whatever gains I had, these I have come to consider a 
loss because of Christ. 8 More than that, I even consider 
everything as a loss because of the supreme good of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have accepted the loss of all 
things and I consider them so much rubbish, that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him, not having any righteousness of 
my own based on the law but that which comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God, depending on faith 10 to 
know him and the power of his resurrection and [the] sharing of 
his sufferings by being conformed to his death, 11 if somehow I 
may attain the resurrection from the dead.

And this from a guy who has 
been there before…



1. How do we pray?
• As ones avoiding smiting? (Wedding garment guy)
• As ones buying insurance? (“Unjust” steward – Lk 16)
• As ones with a provident, prodigal parent?

2. How do we confess?
• With a spirit of fear and slavery? (Younger son)
• With a spirit of freedom and adoption?

3. How do we bear wrongs?
• With a spirit of malice, impatience? (Older son)
• With absurd generosity?

Implications for our lives?



Questions?


