
Christology

Episode 1 (Mon.):  Who Christ Is
→ Episode 2 (Tues.):  What Christ Did



Does Christology Matter?

The Word/Logos provides the 
pattern of all our existence! If 
we want to understand reality, 
we have to understand the 
Word/Logos.

“The truth is that only in the 
mystery of the incarnate Word 
does the mystery of man take on 
light.”
(Vatican II: Gaudium et spes 22)



Does Christology Matter?

Ecclesiology

“For this reason, by no weak 
analogy, [the Church] is compared 
to the mystery of the incarnate 
Word. As the assumed nature 
inseparably united to Him serves 
the divine Word as a living organ of 
salvation, so, in a similar way, does 
the visible social structure of the 
Church serve the Spirit of Christ, 
who vivifies it, in the building up of 
the body.”

(Vatican II: Lumen gentium 8)

SPIRIT

DIVINE 
Life/Communion

HUMAN
(Visible social 

structure of Church)

Examples?
Corruption, sex abuse crisis, 
institutional politicking, clericalism



S o …

Are we saved?

Objectively Subjectively



SCRIPTURE: Old Testament

Ransom from 
Captivity

1. Exodus = ransom from Egypt

2. Return from Exile = ransom 
from Babylon



SCRIPTURE: Old Testament
Ransom from 

Poverty

When your kindred, having been 
so reduced to poverty, sell 
themselves to a resident alien who 
has become wealthy or to 
descendants of a resident alien’s 
family, even after having sold 
themselves, they still may be 
redeemed by one of their kindred, 
by an uncle or cousin, or by some 
other relative from their family…

(Leviticus 25:49)

Ransom from
Death?

If someone strikes another with an 
iron instrument … or stone … or 
club and death results, that person 
is a murderer, and the murderer 
must be put to death. The avenger 
of blood is the one who will kill the 
murderer, putting the individual to 
death on sight.

(Numbers 35:16-19)



SCRIPTURE: New Testament

Ransom

“For the Son of Man did not 
come to be served but to serve 
and to give his life as a ransom 
for many.”

(Mark 10:45)

Jesus’s work:
1. Ransom from captivity to 

sin
2. Non-violent redemption of 

our lost life



SCRIPTURE: New Testament
Ransom from 

Sin and Poverty

In him we have redemption by his 
blood, the forgiveness of 
transgressions. . . In him we were 
also chosen . . . so that we might 
exist for the praise of his glory, we 
who first hoped in Christ. In him 
you also . . . were sealed with the 
promised holy Spirit, which is the 
first installment of our inheritance 
toward redemption as God’s 
possession, to the praise of his 
glory.

(Ephesians 1:7-14)

Ransom from
the Law

Christ ransomed us from the curse 
of the law by becoming a curse for 
us. . . God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, to 
ransom those under the law, so 
that we might receive adoption.

(Galatians 3:13—4:4)

→ not just freedom from;
also freedom for



SCRIPTURE: New Testament

. . . as we await the blessed hope, 
the appearance of the glory of the 
great God and of our savior Jesus 
Christ, who gave himself for us to 
deliver us (redeem us) from all 
lawlessness. . . 

(Titus 2:13-14)

For there is one God.
There is also one mediator between 

God and the human race,
Christ Jesus, himself human,
who gave himself as ransom for all.

(1 Timothy 2:5)



TRADITION: The Ransom Theory
Now since the children share in blood and flesh, he likewise shared in them, 
that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, 
that is, the devil, and free those who through fear of death had been 
subject to slavery all their life.

(Hebrews 2:14)

Ransom by payment 
(Christ’s blood)

Ransom by persuasion
(Christ’s non-violent message)

(Origen) (Irenaeus)

Ransom by 
trickery

(Gregory of Nyssa)



TRADITION: Anselm, etc.
Better: Atonement Theory

1. Broken Order

a. God created us for communion
b. Humanity refused it, became alienated
c. God allowed this alienation for a time: he 

“delivered all to disobedience, that he might have
mercy on all” (Rom 11:32)

2. Restoration: God enters into solidarity with us

a. Son’s “emptying” to become fully human (Phil 2)
b. Victim to human evil, esp. death
c. God “made him to be sin who did not know sin, so

that we might become the righteousness of God in
him” (2 Cor 5:1)



TRADITION: Anselm, etc.

Atonement Theory (cont’d)
3. The disordered is ordered = God’s order is “satisfied”

a. Jesus “renounces” his claim to be God → reverses 
claim of humanity “in Adam”

b. Jesus, because he is God, can alone make things 
perfectly right with God = take away our guilt. If he 
were only man, he would be giving God only what he 
owes.

c. Jesus satisfies not by offering something, but by 
offering his very self.



C AT H O L I C O R N O T ?

Christ takes responsibility 
for all the sins of the world.

N O T

CATHOLIC: Christ suffers for our sins but shows us how 
to take responsibility for them ourselves.



C AT H O L I C O R N O T ?

Christ’s crucifixion fulfills the penalty that 
corresponds to original sin.

N O T

CATHOLIC: The Cross is not punishment that satisfies 
a God-given penalty. Rather, it is the beginning of a 
process of transformation of evil into good.

Caution:
penance = restoration

≠ penalty



C AT H O L I C O R N O T ?

We should avoid letting our sinful nature hold 
sway and instead yield to God’s grace.

N O T

CATHOLIC: Our human nature is not essentially sinful.
God’s grace perfects human nature; 
it doesn’t obliterate it.



C AT H O L I C O R N O T ?

Grace = the forgiveness of sins.

CATHOLIC: Grace = forgiveness of sins (freedom from)
+ the power to do God’s will (freedom for)

Ephesians 1:7
In him we have…the 
forgiveness of 
transgressions, in 
accord with the riches 
of his grace.

Ephesians 1:11-12
In him we were also 
chosen…so that we 
might exist for the 
praise of his glory.



C AT H O L I C O R N O T ?

Every action of ours is somehow tainted by sin.

N O T

CATHOLIC: Our human nature is not inherently 
corrupt; we can, with grace, do good things.

Romans 7:15
What I do, I do not understand. 
For I do not do what I want, 
but I do what I hate…Now if I 
do what I do not want, it is no 
longer I who do it, but sin that 
dwells in me.

Romans 6:11
You must think of 
yourself as being dead 
to sin and living for 
God in Christ Jesus.



“TRANSFORMATION”

Scripture: “Take up your cross” (Mk 8:34)
“Completing the sufferings of Christ” (Col 1:24)
Become a “living sacrifice” (Rom 12:1)

“Offering it up” = suffering as Christ did
• Don’t despair
• Bear wrongs patiently; don’t be resentful
• Let your suffering increase your sense of solidarity with 

others who suffer

Acting as Christ acted, empowering others
• Intercessory prayer
• Reconciliation
• Building up the community through use of gifts



C AT H O L I C  O R N O T ?

Because of Jesus’s death and resurrection, 
believers receive new personal identities.

Eph 4:22-24 = . . . you should put away the old self of your 
former way of life. . .and put on the new self, created in God’s 
way in righteousness and holiness of truth.



C AT H O L I C  O R N O T ?

Jesus’s death is the
sacrifice, the end of all sacrifice.



C AT H O L I C  O R N O T ?

The Mass is a sacrifice.

…understood as a participation in the one sacrifice 
(Paschal Mystery)!



C AT H O L I C  O R N O T ?

We have been freed from the law.

Law ≈ training wheels



S o …

Are we saved?

Objectively Subjectively

No fear! No doubt!

If God is for us, who can be against 
us? He who did not spare his own Son 

but handed him over for us all, how 
will he not also give us everything else 
along with him?...What will separate 

us from the love of Christ?



STILL CONFUSED?

frryan@stjamesah.org


