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 a  mess a ge  fr om . . .

First Reading:
“I will place the key of 
the House of David on 
Eliakim's shoulder; when 
he opens, no one shall 
shut, when he shuts, no 
one shall open.”
(Is 22:22)

Psalm:
Lord, your love is eternal; 
do not forsake the work 
of your hands. 
(Ps 138)

Second Reading:
For from him and through 
him and for him are all 
things. To him be glory 
forever. Amen. 
(Rom 11:36)

Gospel:
“And so I say to you, you 
are Peter, upon this rock 
I will build my church, 
and the gates of the 
netherworld shall not 
prevail against it. I will 
give you the keys to the 
kingdom of heaven.”
(Mt 16:18-19)

"Who do you 
say that I am?"

Dear Friends,
In this important passage of 
Matthew 16, Jesus asks the most 
important question for us: “Who 
do you say that I am?” Peter gives 
the only possible answer, after 
knowing Jesus and being formed 
by Him for those years. “You are 
the Christ, the Son of the Living 
God.” 
If it is true that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Christos, the 
Anointed One of God, then our 
lives are changed. We cannot live 
as pagans, but as adopted sons and 
daughters of a loving Father. Who 
do you say that He is?
Today we happily welcome our new 
priest, Father Michael Grzesik. 
He will be celebrating two of the 
Masses on Sunday. Please give him 
a warm welcome to St. James. All 
of our staff are looking forward to 
working with him.

Finally, our Pastor Emeritus,  
Fr. Bill Zavaski, will be celebrating 
his 80th birthday at the 11:30 
Mass on Sunday, September 10. 
All are welcome to attend and offer 
him birthday greetings. Ad Multos 
Annos, Father Bill!
God bless you,
Fr. Ed

Today’s
Readings
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teen program

https://www.stjamesah.org/lifeteen-registration
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our parish cares

After being closed as an overnight shelter 
during Covid, there is a need to reopen the 
doors of the church to the vulnerable and 
unhoused in the area. The renovation of St. 
James Church was thoughtfully outfitted to 
offer a soft place to land on a weekly basis 
from October through April. We are grateful 
to be able to offer showers, laundry, and 
warm meals. This is only possible with 
consistent, generous support from the 
community.

St. James PADS will reopen October 2023. 
We are in need of many volunteers this 
season. If you worked with PADS in the 
past, please come back and continue to 
nourish the spirit of those in need and 
mentor new volunteers. If you have not 
volunteered before, please join one of 
our volunteer teams, and check with your 
friends to see if you would like to work 
together on a shift. Many parishioners and 
others in the community have formed 
lifelong bonds with their fellow volunteers 
through this program. Serving others is a 

connection like no other. The commitment 
can be as small as four hours per month or 
as often as you are available.

Shift Volunteers work on either the 1st, 
2nd, 3rd, or 4th Wednesday of the month 
covering 4-5 hour shifts from 7:00 pm 
-7:00 am. During this time the volunteers 
monitor and serve the needs of the guests 
with showers, sleeping arrangements and 
laundry. Shift Volunteers must be 18 or 
older, or 16 with a parent. New volunteers 
will have access to a brief training.

Food Teams sign up for either the 1st, 2nd, 
3rd, or 4th Wednesday of the month to 
provide and/or serve warm dinner for the 
guests (signing up to drop off either an 
entrée, side, or dessert from a given menu).

There will be additional opportunities for 
small groups, scouts, youth groups, 
community groups, teams, ministries, etc. 

To sign up to volunteer with PADS, please 
follow this link or scan the code below: 
https://forms.gle/YQSF94LvCefN584C8

For questions, contact:  
st.james.pads@gmail.com

PADS Overnight Shelter Reopening This Fall
Volunteers are needed to serve the unhoused in our area.

SCAN HERE TO  
LEARN MORE
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you might be interested in
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special event

https://my.onecause.com/event/organizations/8035c911-7ded-4b2e-96a0-d4aed4498c9d/events/vevt:e3612c8e-07e9-4479-a22e-ac6b6a6ecd91/home/story
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events for the family

Lighten up, folks, with “Mass Confusion,” 
an interactive fun, faith- and music-filled 
catechetical comedy, featuring the wit and 
wisdom of the “man of many faces,” Doug 
Brummel and his cast of characters, along 
with accomplished musician and songwrit-
er Dave Wilson.

The two men share a passion for their faith, 
family, humor and music, as they spread the 
joy of the Gospel! “Mass Confusion” engag-
es, entertains, evangelizes and catechizes all 
at the same time. It’s like a Catholic cas-
serole with a perfect blend of inspiration, 
catechesis and joy!

Perfect for all ages and backgrounds. Invite 
your family and friends of all faiths! This is 
an exciting opportunity for our community!

Exciting News!
St. James Parish to host  
“Mass Confusion”
Tuesday, September 19 
at 6:30 p.m. in the gym.
Doors open at 6:00 for light refreshments.

A Catholic comedy 
for all ages!

Join your neighbors and fellow parishioners at 
the third annual Friends of the Poor "Walk a Mile 
in My Shoes" event, Saturday, September 16. 
This run/walk will benefit St. Vincent de Paul and 
outreach ministries for :
•	 St. James
•	 Our Lady of the Wayside 
•	 St. Edna 

•	 A family friendly event
•	 A fun way to help those in need
•	 Kids Dash free for 10 and under at 7:45
•	 5K run or 1-mile walk starts at 8:00
•	 Registration can be found at  

https://bit.ly/2021WalkForPoor
•	 Can't attend? Donate through Give Central.

Register to run or walk 
using this code!Saturday, September 16

8:00 a.m.
Our Lady of the Wayside Parish

A Multi-Parish Fundraiser for the St. Vincent de Paul Society
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join in

Children's Choir (Gr. 2-5)
•  Tuesdays 5:45-6:30 p.m.

•  Sing 1x per month  
October-April at the  
11:30 a.m. Mass

Celestial Voices (Gr. 6-8)
•  Wednesdays 3:45-4:45 p.m.

•  Sing 1x per month  
October-April at the 
8:30 a.m. Mass

•  Choral festival at Holy 
Name Cathedral in  
February

More Information
•  Students from any school 

or homeschool welcome

Rehearsals start the last week of August. Contact Natalie Conseur sjkidssing@stjamesah.org regarding our youth choirs.

Ensemble Details

Come and See…
•	 Who Jesus is - the one prophesied in the Old Testament, who came to reveal God the Father to the 

world, who died on the cross and rose from the dead
•	 What the Church is – the community of believers baptized into Christ and offered new life and 

salvation in Him
•	 What the sacraments are – real encounters with God under ordinary material signs
•	 What the Bible teaches us

Come and see what the Catholic faith is all about. Explore the meaning of our Church and our rela-
tionship to God in Jesus Christ.

If you are:
•	 a seeker who wishes to inquire into the Catholic faith
•	 a baptized Catholic who did not receive First Communion and Confirmation
•	 a baptized Christian who wishes to become a  

member of the Catholic Church
•	 a Catholic who wishes to learn more about the  

Catholic faith

Come and see. Please contact Fr. Ed after Mass  
or at the parish office (224) 345-7222 or frpelrine@stjamesah.org.

https://www.stjamesah.org/youth-choir-registration


August 27, 2023 • Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 9

parish news

Pope Francis’ message for

World Day Of Prayer For The Care Of Creation 
September 1, 2023
Pope Francis urges us to, “seek first the kingdom of God,” (Mt 6:33) maintaining a right  
relationship with God, humanity, and nature so that justice and peace will flow. 
Francis tells us to act now with greater urgency, so we do not miss our chance to create a more 
sustainable and just world. “We can and we must prevent the worst from happening.” An, 
“ecological conversion,” is needed. 

This idea is not new. Saint Pope John Paul II encouraged us to embrace, “the renewal of our 
relationship with creation so that we no longer see it as an object to be exploited but cherish  
it instead as a sacred gift from our Creator.” We are challenged to be mindful, “about our habits  
and economic decisions so that all can thrive” using resources with moderation and a 
joyful sobriety, recycling waste, and making use of available products and services that are 
environmentally and socially responsible. 
Francis reminds us we must listen to science and institute a rapid and equitable transition to end 
the era of fossil fuels. “Truly, much can be done” (LS, 180).

SAVE THE DATE
September 10, 2023

Mass of Thanksgiving
at 11:30 am

St. James Church
80th birthday celebration for 

Pastor Emeritus
Father Bill Zavaski
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our prayers & intentions

In Loving Memory
Anthony Coglienese

Please pray for our sick
Norine Naselli

Rose for Life
Bernadette Velasco in loving memory of her parents, 
Lorraine and Stanley Wiczek, in honor of their birthdays 
and wedding anniversary.

Wedding Banns
I. Erik Navarrete and Ahn Pham (September 15)

Recent Baptisms
Myla Olivia Pfeffer, child of  
Kyle Pfeffer and Katherine (Porebski) Pfeffer

Mia Maria Black, child of  
Ryan Black and Sabrina (Amato) Black

Stella Maldre Travers, child of  
Patrick Maldre and Lindsey Travers

Finnegan John Layman, child of  
Taylor Layman and Jessica (Travers) Layman

Isla Maria Dahlgren, child of  
Mark Dahlgren and Lauren (Campbell) Dahlgren

Rocco Clarence Albright, child of 
Ryan Albright and Kimberly (Heilenbach) Albright

Celebrant Schedule, September 2-3
5:00	 Fr. Michael
7:00	 Fr. Paul
8:30	 Fr. Paul
10:00	 Fr. Ed
11:30	 Fr. Ed
5:00	 Fr. Michael

Readings for the Week of August 27
Sunday: 	 Is 22:19-23/Ps 138:1-8/Rom 11:33-36/Mt 16:13-20
Monday:	 1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a 9b/Mt 23:13-22 
Tuesday:	 1 Thes 2:1-8/Ps 139:1-3, 4-6/Mk 6:17-29  
Wednesday:	 1 Thes 2:9-13/Ps 139:7-8, 9-10, 11-12ab/Mt 23:27-32 
Thursday:	 1 Thes 3:7-13/Ps 90:3-5a, 12-13, 14 17/Mt 24:42-51 
Friday:	 1 Thes 4:1-8/Ps 97:1 2b, 5-6, 10, 11-12/Mt 25:1-13 
Saturday:	 1 Thes 4:9-11/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9/Mt 25:14-30
Sunday:	 Jer 20:7-9/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 (2b)/Rom 12:1-2/Mt 16:21-27

Mass Intentions
Saturday, August 26
5:00	 John Bucher, Sr.
	 Eleanor Grant
	 James Moran
	 Jack Gavin

Sunday, August 27  21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:00	 Ester Nordin
8:30	 Wally Pieczykolan
	 Linda Mackey
	 Jerry Fink
10:00	 Roland Ley
	 Angie Allard
	 Dolores Urban
	 Kelly O'Connor
11:30	 Sharon Bugajski
	 Philip Krueger
	 Matthew McBride
5:00	 For the people of the parish

Monday, August 28  St. Augustine, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
7:30	 Marcin Bukowski
	 John F. Kordek
	 Jeannie Schmit (5th Anniv.)
12:00	 Piotr Chrzan

Tuesday, August 29  The Passion of St. John the Baptist 
7:30	 Jerry Fink

Wednesday, August 30	
7:30	 Marcin Thomas Bukowski (1st Anniv.)
	 Bea Riefke
	 Yasmin Doria 
	 Thomas Rothfus
	 Deacon Armand Ferrini
	 Lorraine Paxson
	 Leonard Campobasso
12:00	 Jerry Fink
	 Annette Dockens

Thursday, August 31	
7:30	 Daniel Kowalski
	 Fred Koch
	 Ron Wojcik

Friday, September 1	
7:30	 Br. Juniper Kriss, OFM

Saturday, September 2	
7:30	 Edward Hopper

 Indicates Living
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parish information & updates

Earth Shepherds  provides opportunities to learn about the 
relationship between Scripture, Catholic Social Teaching and  
our responsibility to be stewards of God’s Creation.  
sjearthshepherds@gmail.com

Grief Support Ministry  is about overcoming your grief.  
Are you struggling with a loss? Having a hard time coping? We meet 
twice per month. Please email the address below for more details. 
griefsupport@stjamesah.org

Loaves and Fishes Ministry  provides lunches for those 
experiencing homelessness in Chicago’s Uptown neighborhood.  
stjameslandf@gmail.com

Men of St. James  provides opportunities for Christian fellowship 
through social, spiritual and service activities for men of the 
parish at least 21 years of age. msj@stjamesah.org

Mental Health Ministry  provides support, education and awareness 
to our parish communities on issues related to mental health. Strives to 
provide resources of support, education and hope.  
tsherva@gmail.com

Ministers of Care  bring the Holy Eucharist to parishioners who 
are unable to leave their homes or are in care homes. Ministry 
volunteers must complete a mandatory training session and 
follow Archdiocesan guidelines. ministryofcare@stjamesah.org 

Ministry of Praise  gives members the opportunity to offer their 
prayers to God for special intentions to help others in their need. 
ministryofpraise@stjamesah.org

Moms Plus  provides support and fellowship to Catholic moms. This 
group is part of Women of St. James. momsplus@stjamesah.org

Over 50 Social Club  provides social outings, game days, cards, 
speakers, parties, current events/news and spirituality to any parishioner 
over the age of 50. stecstan@sbcglobal.net

PADS Outreach  provides safety, temporary shelter and  
services to the unhoused. st.james.pads@gmail.com 

Parish Pastoral Council  serves as a representative body  
of the St. James parish community, guided by the Holy Spirit.  
PPC@stjamesah.org

Peace & Justice Ministry  educates the faithful on the Catholic 
social teachings, supports and complements parish ministries 
and empowers people to transform lives and society, both locally 
and globally. Meets the last Tuesday of each month. 
peaceandjustice@stjamesah.org

Respect Life Ministry  strives to transform society into a  
Culture of Life where every human being is valued and  
protected from the moment of conception until natural death. 
mschoney@astound.net 

Stepping Stones  raises awareness, promotes understanding 
and prevents relational violence by educating communities 
and providing referrals to victims and survivors of emotional, 
financial, physical and sexual abuse. (IL Domestic Violence 
Helpline: 877-863-6338), steppingstones@stjamesah.org

St. Vincent de Paul  provides emergency, short-term financial 
help for anyone living within the parish boundaries. For 
information on volunteering for or using this service, call the 
Parish Office followed by x8517. Please leave a message and one 
of our volunteers will call you back. All requests kept confidential.

Wheels to Worship  drives people to church and shares in the 
Mass with St. James parishioners who cannot drive themselves. 
wheelstoworship@stjamesah.org

Women of St. James  provides support to Catholic women 
who are committed to growing and sharing their faith through 
sisterhood and service. wosjministryleads@gmail.com

parish ministries

communit y & archdiocese events
Fall 2023 Adult Confirmation for Vicariate I Parishioners
Are you an adult who missed receiving the Sacrament of 
Confirmation? Preparation for Confirmation for Vicariate I 
parishioners will be offered weekly on Mondays beginning 
Monday, September 18, 2023 from 7-9 pm at St. Edna Parish, 
2525 N. Arlington Heights Rd. in Arlington Heights. Bishop Jeffrey 
Grob will preside at the Confirmation Mass at St. Edna Parish on 
Wednesday, November 8 at 7:00 p.m. Contact Lorie Crepeau at 
lcrepeau@stedna.org, 847-398-3362, ext. 325 to register or for 
more information. Please register by August 31.

Fatima Tour to Visit Archdiocese of Chicago
The International Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Fatima will visit 
Archdiocese of Chicago parishes September 7-18, 2023. Each 
parish will offer opportunities for visits and devotions. Check each 
parish’s website for more information. The nearest parish visit will 
be on Thursday, September 14 at Our Lady of the Wayside, 450 
S. Mitchell Ave., Arlington Heights. Learn more about the tour 
and the statue at www.fatimatourforpeace.com. For information, 
contact Jorie or Patch Aluquin, 630-272-3344.
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Mass Schedule
Saturday  5:00 pm   St. James Collective
Sunday     7:00 am   Cantor and Organ
Sunday     8:30 am   Traditional Choir & Organ
Sunday    10:00 am  Contemporary Choir
Sunday    11:30 am  Contemporary Choir
Sunday     5:00 pm   Praise & Worship Ensemble

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday – Saturday, 7:30 am 
Monday & Wednesday, Noon

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Thursday 9:00 am - 8:30 pm
Friday 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Saturday & Sunday 9:00 am - 1:00 pm

Sacraments & Devotions
Baptism - Please call the Parish Office with preferred  
date at least one month in advance.

Marriage - At least six months prior to your wedding date,  
please contact the Parish Office about setting a date. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation - in the church 
Tuesday – 6:00 - 7:00 pm 
Saturday – 8:00 - 9:00 am following daily Mass

Holy Hour - Thursday 7:00 - 8:00 pm in the church for  
procession of the blessed sacrament, evening prayer, rosary.

Perpetual Adoration Chapel - 6:00 am - 8:00 pm daily; 24 hours a 
day for committed adorers with access code. adoration@stjamesah.org

Rev. Edward J. Pelrine, Pastor 
224-345-7222 frpelrine@stjamesah.org

Rev. Paul Stein, Associate Pastor  
224-345-7215 frstein@stjamesah.org

Rev. Michael Grzesik, Associate Pastor

Rev. Bill Zavaski, Pastor Emeritus

James Bannon (Laura), Deacon  847-577-6328 
Johnny Burnett (Susan), Deacon  847-707-3360
Sam Resch (Kari), Deacon  847-991-2778 
samresch@sbcglobal.net

Executive Dir., Parish Operations, Deacon Matthew Hahn  
224-345-7207 mhahn@stjamesah.org

School Principal, Michael Kendrick 
224-345-7145 mkendrick@stjamesschoolah.org

Music & Liturgy Dir., Tamaron Conseur 
224-345-7204  tconseur@stjamesah.org

Stewardship & Development Dir., Julie Jacobson 
224-345-7212 jjacobson@stjamesah.org

Religious Education Coord., Bethany Larson  
224-345-7152 blarson@stjamesah.org

Youth Ministry Dir., Christina Hudson 
224-345-7214  chudson@stjamesah.org 

Middle School Youth Ministry Coord., Corey May 
cmay@stjamesah.org

Evangelization & Formation Team Admin., Theresa Storto  
224-345-7213 tstorto@stjamesah.org

FOCUS Parish Missionary, Matt Marcheschi 
224-345-7210 mmarcheschi@stjamesah.org

FOCUS Parish Missionary, Sarra Stanley 
224-345-7203 sstanley@stjamesah.org

Digital Evangelization Dir., Mark Jacks 
224-345-7218 mjacks@stjamesah.org

Reception & Front Desk, Flo Trunk 
224-345-7200 ftrunk@stjamesah.org

Campus Maintenance Engr., Mike Tomasiewicz   
224-345-7200 ext. 6128 mtomasiewicz@stjamesah.org

Bulletin Editor, Natalie Conseur 
224-345-7217 nconseur@stjamesah.org

ST. JAMES PARISH AND SCHOOL STAFF

820 N. Arlington Hts. Rd.,  Arlington Heights, IL 60004  (224) 345-7200  www.stjamesah.org
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Member SPIC
Stocks • Bonds • Mutual Funds 
401K Options • IRA’s • CD’s

529 Plans • Protection

Craig
Schuessler
Financial Advisor

(847) 392-6870
1500 North
Arlington Heights Rd
Arlington Heights IL

LET’S GROW  
YOUR BUSINESS 

Place Your Ad Here  
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME 
Jeff Tkachuk

jtkachuk@4LPi.com •  (800) 950-9952 x2513

As a local independent insurance broker 
specializing in Medicare coverage and, 
incidentally, someone who himself has 
been on medicare for over 10 years, 
I offer 50 years of experience and 
knowledge in the medical insurance 
field as your personal guide through the 
Medicare maze.  

UNDERSTANDING MEDICARE

All My Services Are 
100% FREE

John H. Larson 
Independent Broker

Medicare Solutions Source 

Phone: 847-368-8545

We do not offer every plan available in your 
area. Any information we provide is limited to 
those plans we do offer in your area. 
Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE
to get information on all of your options. 



St. James Parishioner
10 AM Choir Member and Cantor

call or email for appointment
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LET’S GROW  
YOUR BUSINESS 

Place Your Ad Here  
and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME  
Jeff Tkachuk

 
jtkachuk@4LPi.com •  (800) 950-9952 x2513

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

ERIC CRISWELL
ecriswell@cavanrealty.com
(847) 577-7060 x114
171 W Wing St. Unit 208
Arlington Heights, IL

WE REMOVE...

• FURNITURE 
• ELECTRONICS 
• EXERCISE  
  EQUIPMENT

ECOFRIENDLY DISPOSAL

(630) 441-4542 
simplydisposeit.com 
Email: Simplydisposeit@outlook.com

$1000 off 
over $10000

General Dentistry
Restorative Dentistry
Dental Implants
CEREC
Dentures
Cosmetic Dentistry
Emergency Dental
Pediatrics
Veneers
Invisalign Clear Aligners

847-635-0117
1661 Feehanville Dr., Suite 420, Mount Prospect, IL

moderndentistrymountprospect.com

NOW HIRING!
Local company looking for an

Enrollment Coordinator:
• Willing to train
• Work during school hours
• Provide back office support 
• Strong communication and attention  

to detail required
• Microsoft Excel and Outlook skills required

 Visit: associatedpensionservices.com/job-opportunities

or contact Eric at:
EHoffman@associatedpensionservices.com 
or 847-400-7882 for more information
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Arlington Heights, IL
877-PMA-4FUN

LET’S GROW  
YOUR BUSINESS 

Place Your Ad Here  
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME 
Jeff Tkachuk

jtkachuk@4LPi.com •  (800) 950-9952 x2513

Do you need a
Retirement Readiness Assessment?

James J. Bertucci, CFP®, ChFC, RICP

835 E. Rand Road
Arlington Heights, IL 60004

PHONE: (847) 454-0230  | FAX: (847) 454-0235
james.bertucci@equitable.com  | jimbertucci.com

Equitable Advisors, LLC (NY, NY 212-314-4600), a broker-dealer (member FINRA, SIPC) and SEC-registered 
investment advisor. Equitable Network, LLC. Investment advisory products and services offered through 

Equitable Advisors, LLC,  an SEC-registered investment advisor. PPG-5612153.1(04/23)(Exp.-4/25)

Investment Advisory Services  |  401(k) and IRA Rollovers 

Christopher M. Saternus
Attorney at Law
Estate Planning and Probate
(847) 909-9844

Saternuslaw.com

TOM STENGREN  “A Name You Can Trust”
847-828-8881 • tstengren@starckre.com
FREE MARKET ANALYSIS W/ MENTION OF AD

Parishioner

    Our Only Care Is You

855.942.7227 

Working Towards a Cure Specializing In Cancer And Blood Disorders




