
the holy family of jesus, mary and joseph

BE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST. 
MAKE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST.

DEC 31
2 0 2 3

...to all of our  
parishioners and friends!

New Year’s New Year’s 
blessings...blessings...
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 a  mess a ge  fr om . . .

First Reading:
“Your own issue shall be 
your heir.” The Lord took 
Abram outside and said, 
“Look up at the sky and 
count the stars, if you can. 
Just so,” he added, “shall 
your descendants be.”
(Gn 3:4-5)

Psalm:
The Lord remembers his 
covenant for ever.
(Ps 105)

Second Reading:
By faith he received 
power to generate, even 
though he was past the 
normal age - and Sarah 
herself was sterile.
(Heb 11:11)

Gospel:
The child grew and 
became strong, filled with 
wisdom; and the favor of 
God was upon him.
(Lk 2:40)

Today’s
Readings

Dear Friends,

And coming forward at that very time, she gave 
thanks to God and spoke about the childto 
all who were awaiting the redemption of 
Jerusalem. - Luke 2:38

The prophetess Anna, an 84-year-old widow, 
appears in Luke’s account of the Presentation 
of the Lord today. We are told that, “she never 
left the temple, but worshiped night and 
day with fasting and prayer.” Anna was given 
the powerful grace of being one of the first 
people to see the Messiah, and to know that 
he was indeed the Messiah.

Anna is a beautiful example of an evangelical 
disciple. She comes to know the Lord, 
offers thanksgiving to God for the gift, and 
proclaims the Messiah to the people of 
Jerusalem, who had been awaiting him and 
his redemption.

We begin a new calendar year in the midst 
of our celebration of the coming of God into 
our world and into our race. Anna knew that 
everything was changed now forever. God 
had come to recue his people and to bring 
them into a new relationship with the Father.

The Apostle John writes to fathers and 

young men encouraging them not to love 
the things of the world – lust of the flesh, 
lust of the eyes, and pride of life - “because 
your sins have been forgiven for his name’s 
sake, because you know him who is from the 
beginning, because you know the Father, 
because you are strong and the word of God 
remains in you, and you have conquered 
the Evil One.” John writes that these things 
are not of God but are of the world, and this 
world and its attractions are passing away, 
while those who do God’s will remain forever 
(1Jn 2:12-17).

New Year’s resolutions often characterize 
this holiday. What a great time for a different 
kind of resolution – to fully embrace our life 
in Christ and to reject the empty lies of the 
world.  

New Year’s blessings to all of our parishioners 
and friends!

Fr. Ed

"Anna is a beautiful 
example of an 
evangelical disciple."
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parish news & events

E U C H A R I S T I C  R E V I VA L
In the new year, the Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will take place on Saturdays before the 5:00 pm Mass each week in January 
and February. All are invited to sit in the presence of our Lord.

St. James will continue this practice on select Saturdays as we and Catholics from all over the country approach the Eucharistic 
Congress next summer in Indianapolis.

Eucharistic Congress | July 17-21, 2024
Come make history with us in Indianapolis at the 10th National Eucharistic Congress, where we will gather at the feet of Jesus for the 
first time in nearly a century, boldly anticipating a new Pentecost. Your life—and our Church—will never be the same. A group from 
St. James will attend. More details to come. See resources below to learn more.

Learn More
stjamesah.org  

search Eucharistic Congress

Contact  
ecinfo@stjamesah.org

Relevant Radio Updates:
relevantradio.com/ee
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parish news

Retired Men's 
Meeting
Wednesday, Jan 10
10:00 am
We welcome Father Scott 
Donahue, director of Mercy 
Home to the January 
meeting.

Father will share with us his 
amazing work at the home.
All are welcome, including the 
Over 50 Club members.

Meeting takes place in the 
Senior/Teen room in lower 
level of the church.
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ministry updates

St. James Theatre 
is proud to announce

Coming to the St. James stage

JULY 2024

Auditions in April

Thank You
PADS Volunteers

Thank you PADS volunteers, for your extraordinary 
commitment to the St. James PADS Outreach program.  

Quite simply, this ministry would not be possible without 
each and every one of you who gives of your time and 

talents so generously.

  We wish you and your families a very Merry Christmas 
and a most Blessed New Year. 
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parish and archdiocese news

Fleece is us, 
scissors in hand!
40 “Faith Fleeces” or “Worship Wraps” were made for 
some of the residents at the Lutheran Home who 
attend Mass. 

A little fleece Christmas gift can warm one’s heart.
They warmed ours!

Grateful to Fr. Paul for his inspiration and support.

Mary Jo Hubick   Mary Belter        Pat Bielat        Katie Sowa         Joan Burger

Tom Garson
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our prayers & intentions

In Loving Memory
Anita Burnett
Maria Santos
Dione Donnelly

Please Pray for Our Sick
Howard “Russ” Walker
Bunny Velasco
Mike Resch
Leonard Krystal

Rose for Life
Marilee Cripe in thanksgiving for her daughter, Susan

Recent Baptisms
Sebastian Graham Haller, child of  
Jonathan Haller and Meghan Danielson

Celebrant Schedule, January 6-7
5:00 Fr. Ed
7:00 Fr. Paul
8:30 Fr. Paul
10:00 Fr. Michael
11:30 Fr. Michael
5:00 Fr. Ed

Readings for the Week of December 31
Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5/Col 3:12-21/Lk 2:22-40
Monday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 (2a)/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21   
Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Jn 1:19-28   
Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:29—3:6/Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6/Jn 1:29-34 
Thursday: 1 Jn 3:7-10/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9/Jn 1:35-42 
Friday: 1 Jn 3:11-21/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5/Jn 1:43-51 
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20/Mk 1:7-11
Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12

Mass Intentions
Saturday, December 30 
5:00 Vidal De Guzman
 Rosita Evangelista
 Basilisa De Guzman
 Carmen Bingayen

Sunday, December 31 The Holy Family; New Year’s Eve
11:30 For the people of the parish
5:00 Richard & Catherine Lyons

Monday, January 1 Mary, The Holy Mother of God
7:30 Robert Dodgen
 Patricia & Norman Cooper
 Irene Karlovich
 Edward Gehrke
 Louise Gehrke
 John F. Kordek

Tuesday, January 2 Sts. Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen
7:30 Ron Wojcik
 James Lee (1st Anniv.)
 Frances Johnstone
 Patrick Kett

Wednesday, January 3 The Most Holy Name of Jesus
7:30 Alphonso Pietrolonardo

Thursday, January 4 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious
7:30 Veronica McQueeney (1st Anniv.)
 Mark Bonk (15th Anniv.)

Friday, January 5 St. John Neumann, Bishop
7:30 Virginia Fox (1st Anniv.)
 Mary F. Lyman (20th Anniv.)
 Patricia W. Flynn

Saturday, January 6 St. André Bessette, Religious
7:30 Helena Jochaniewicz (3rd Anniv.)
 Jean Mary Schmit (7th Anniv.)

The child grew 
and became 

strong, filled with 
wisdom; and the 
favor of God was 

upon him.
(Lk 2:40)
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parish updates

Earth Shepherds provides opportunities to learn about the 
relationship between Scripture, Catholic Social Teaching and  
our responsibility to be stewards of God’s Creation.  
sjearthshepherds@gmail.com

Grief Support Ministry is about overcoming your grief.  
Are you struggling with a loss? Having a hard time coping? We meet 
twice per month. Please email the address below for more details. 
griefsupport@stjamesah.org

Loaves and Fishes Ministry provides lunches for those 
experiencing homelessness in Chicago’s Uptown neighborhood.  
stjameslandf@gmail.com

Men of St. James provides opportunities for Christian fellowship 
through social, spiritual and service activities for men of the 
parish at least 21 years of age. msj@stjamesah.org

Mental Health Ministry provides support, education and awareness 
to our parish communities on issues related to mental health. Strives to 
provide resources of support, education and hope.  
tsherva@gmail.com

Ministers of Care bring the Holy Eucharist to parishioners who 
are unable to leave their homes or are in care homes. Ministry 
volunteers must complete a mandatory training session and 
follow Archdiocesan guidelines. ministryofcare@stjamesah.org

Ministry of Praise gives members the opportunity to offer their 
prayers to God for special intentions to help others in their need. 
ministryofpraise@stjamesah.org

Moms Plus provides support and fellowship to Catholic moms. This 
group is part of Women of St. James. momsplus@stjamesah.org

Over 50 Social Club provides social outings, game days, cards, 
speakers, parties, current events/news and spirituality to any parishioner 
over the age of 50. stecstan@sbcglobal.net

PADS Outreach provides safety, temporary shelter and  
services to the unhoused. st.james.pads@gmail.com 

Parish Pastoral Council serves as a representative body  
of the St. James parish community, guided by the Holy Spirit.  
PPC@stjamesah.org

Peace & Justice Ministry educates the faithful on the Catholic 
social teachings, supports and complements parish ministries 
and empowers people to transform lives and society, both locally 
and globally. Meets the last Tuesday of each month. 
peaceandjustice@stjamesah.org

Respect Life Ministry strives to transform society into a  
Culture of Life where every human being is valued and  
protected from the moment of conception until natural death. 
mschoney@astound.net 

Stepping Stones raises awareness, promotes understanding 
and prevents relational violence by educating communities 
and providing referrals to victims and survivors of emotional, 
financial, physical and sexual abuse. (IL Domestic Violence 
Helpline: 877-863-6338), steppingstones@stjamesah.org

St. Vincent de Paul provides emergency, short-term financial 
help for anyone living within the parish boundaries. For 
information on volunteering for or using this service, call the 
Parish Office followed by x8517. Please leave a message and one 
of our volunteers will call you back. All requests kept confidential.

Wheels to Worship drives people to church and shares in the 
Mass with St. James parishioners who cannot drive themselves. 
wheelstoworship@stjamesah.org

Women of St. James provides support to Catholic women 
who are committed to growing and sharing their faith through 
sisterhood and service. wosjministryleads@gmail.com

parish ministries

you might be interested in
Chicagoland Jazz Workshop, January 20
Buffalo Grove High School Band Department presents the 2nd 
Annual Chicagoland Jazz Workshop. Saturday, January 20, 2024. 
Purchase of admission wristband lets you hear jazz ensembles 
from some of the finest school music programs in Illinois, plus a 
special performance by the renowned Chris Madsen Quartet at 
6:00 pm. Admission is $10/adults, $7/students and senior citizens. 
Concessions available for purchase. Enjoy a Saturday of jazz! 
Tickets at my.cheddarup.com/c/2023-jazz-workshop.  

Pilgrimage to Greece & Turkey, Summer 2024
Fr. Tomy Abraham and Faith Journeys will lead a pilgrimage  
to Greece and Turkey from June 10 - 22, 2024. Join parishioners 
from St. Edna and walk in the footsteps of St. Paul during the 
pilgrimage. You may download a brochure at  
www.portal.myfaithjourneys.com (search group #24046) for  
more information.
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Mass Schedule
Saturday  5:00 pm   Praise & Worship Ensemble
Sunday     7:00 am   Cantor and Organ
Sunday     8:30 am   Traditional Choir & Organ
Sunday    10:00 am  Contemporary Choir
Sunday    11:30 am  Contemporary Choir
Sunday     5:00 pm   Praise & Worship Ensemble

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday – Saturday, 7:30 am 
Monday & Wednesday, Noon

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Thursday 9:00 am - 8:30 pm
Friday 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Saturday & Sunday 9:00 am - 1:00 pm

Sacraments & Devotions
Baptism - Please call the Parish Office with preferred  
date at least one month in advance.

Marriage - At least six months prior to your wedding date,  
please contact the Parish Office about setting a date. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation - in the church 
Thursday – 6:00 - 7:00 pm 
Saturday – 8:00 - 9:00 am following daily Mass

Holy Hour - Thursday 6:00 - 7:00 pm in the church for  
procession of the blessed sacrament, evening prayer, rosary

The Perpetual Adoration Chapel is open to all from 6:00 am to 
8:00 pm daily, and 24 hours a day for committed adorers with access 
code. Contact adoration@stjamesah.org for the opportunity.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament on the altar in church occurs 
on select Saturday evenings prior to the 5:00 pm Mass.

Rev. Edward J. Pelrine, Pastor 
224-345-7222 frpelrine@stjamesah.org

Rev. Paul Stein, Associate Pastor  
224-345-7215 frstein@stjamesah.org

Rev. Michael Grzesik, Associate Pastor 
224-345-7201 frgrzesik@stjamesah.org

Rev. Bill Zavaski, Pastor Emeritus

James Bannon (Laura), Deacon  847-577-6328 
jbannon@archchicago.org 

Johnny Burnett (Susan), Deacon  847-707-3360 
jburnett@stjamesah.org

Sam Resch (Kari), Deacon  847-991-2778 
samresch@sbcglobal.net

Executive Dir., Parish Operations, Deacon Matthew Hahn  
224-345-7207 mhahn@stjamesah.org

Finance Dir., Judith Mulvihill 
224-345-7216 jmulvihill@stjamesah.org

School Principal, Michael Kendrick 
224-345-7145 mkendrick@stjamesschoolah.org

Music & Liturgy Dir., Tamaron Conseur 
224-345-7204  tconseur@stjamesah.org

Liturgy Assistant, Katie Sowa 
224-345-7239 ksowa@stjamesah.org

Stewardship & Development Dir., Julie Jacobson 
224-345-7212 jjacobson@stjamesah.org

Religious Education Coord., Bethany Larson  
224-345-7152 blarson@stjamesah.org

Youth Ministry Dir., Christina Hudson 
224-345-7214  chudson@stjamesah.org 

Middle School Youth Ministry Coord., Corey May 
cmay@stjamesah.org

Evangelization & Formation Team Admin., Theresa Storto  
224-345-7213 tstorto@stjamesah.org

FOCUS Parish Missionary, Matt Marcheschi 
224-345-7210 mmarcheschi@stjamesah.org

FOCUS Parish Missionary, Sarra Stanley 
224-345-7203 sstanley@stjamesah.org

Digital Evangelization Dir., Mark Jacks 
224-345-7218 mjacks@stjamesah.org

Reception & Front Desk, Flo Trunk 
224-345-7200 ftrunk@stjamesah.org

Campus Maintenance Engr., Mike Tomasiewicz   
224-345-7200 ext. 6128 mtomasiewicz@stjamesah.org

Bulletin & Announcements Editor, Natalie Conseur 
224-345-7217 nconseur@stjamesah.org

ST. JAMES PARISH AND SCHOOL STAFF

820 N. Arlington Hts. Rd.,  Arlington Heights, IL 60004 (224) 345-7200 www.stjamesah.org

 FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL!  |  @stjamesah
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Member SPIC
Stocks • Bonds • Mutual Funds 
401K Options • IRA’s • CD’s

529 Plans • Protection

Craig
Schuessler
Financial Advisor

(847) 392-6870
1500 North
Arlington Heights Rd
Arlington Heights IL

As a local independent insurance broker 
specializing in Medicare coverage and, 
incidentally, someone who himself has 
been on medicare for over 10 years, 
I offer 50 years of experience and 
knowledge in the medical insurance 
field as your personal guide through the 
Medicare maze.  

UNDERSTANDING MEDICARE

All My Services Are 
100% FREE

John H. Larson 
Independent Broker

Medicare Solutions Source 

Phone: 847-368-8545

We do not offer every plan available in your 
area. Any information we provide is limited to 
those plans we do offer in your area. 
Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE
to get information on all of your options. 

Contemporary Breakfast & Lunch Fare
Monday thru Friday:  6:30am to 2:30pm 
Saturday & Sunday:  7:00am to 3:00pm

 (847) 758-7400 
 www.goldenbrunch.com

10% Discount for Seniors Every Day!

31 E. Golf Rd. • Arlington Heights, IL 60005

TOM STENGREN  “A Name You Can Trust”
847-828-8881 • tstengren@starckre.com
FREE MARKET ANALYSIS W/ MENTION OF AD

Parishioner



St. James Parishioner
10 AM Choir Member and Cantor

call or email for appointment
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ERIC CRISWELL
ecriswell@cavanrealty.com
(847) 577-7060 x114
171 W Wing St. Unit 208
Arlington Heights, IL

WE REMOVE...

• FURNITURE 
• ELECTRONICS 
• EXERCISE  
  EQUIPMENT

ECOFRIENDLY DISPOSAL

(630) 441-4542 
simplydisposeit.com 
Email: Simplydisposeit@outlook.com

$1000 off 
over $10000

General Dentistry
Restorative Dentistry
Dental Implants
CEREC
Dentures
Cosmetic Dentistry
Emergency Dental
Pediatrics
Veneers
Invisalign Clear Aligners

847-635-0117
1661 Feehanville Dr., Suite 420, Mount Prospect, IL

moderndentistrymountprospect.com

Jennifer Burnidge CLU ChFC RICP, Agent

220 E Northwest Highway
Arlington Heights, IL 60004
Bus: 847-253-5678
jennifer@jenniferburnidge.com
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CatholicMatch.com/IL

Busse Center for Specialty Medicine on 
Northwest Community Hospital Campus

880 West Central Road, Suite 4300 
Arlington Heights, Illinois 60005

Phone (847) 392-2250
www.nwhearing.com

We Make You Feel Heard!
Supporting local residents & parishioners Since 1977

Serving the Arlington Heights Community For Over 55 Years

• Call to Schedule a Complimentary Consult: (847) 259-1111 •

 

     
I live  

by faith. 
                         2 Corinthians 5:7

1510 N. Arlington Hts. Rd.
Arlington Heights, Illinois 60004

www.costellodental.com
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Senior Real Estate Specialist (SRES) 
helping Boomers and Beyond (55+) for 

all their real estate needs

Trusted service for over 25 years, All about Kids Dentistry 
provides the care parents love and little teeth deserve!

Dr. Victoria Ursitti 
& Associates

847-870-0475

3030 Salt Creek Ln. Suite 130 • Arlington Heights, IL 60005
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Arlington Heights, IL
877-PMA-4FUN

 

Equitable Advisors, LLC (NY, NY 212-314-4600), a broker-dealer (member FINRA, SIPC) and SEC-registered 
investment advisor. Equitable Network, LLC. Investment advisory products and services offered through 

Equitable Advisors, LLC,  an SEC-registered investment advisor. PPG-5612153.1(04/23)(Exp.-4/25)

Christopher M. Saternus
Attorney at Law
Estate Planning and Probate
(847) 909-9844

Saternuslaw.com

           Our Only Care Is You

855.942.7227 

Working Towards a Cure Specializing In Cancer And Blood Disorders

847-338-2642 
1329 N. Dunton Ave.
Arlington Heights

Worried about 
someone’s alcohol

or drug use?

“The Retreat opens the doors to spiritually grounded recovery”
• Men’s Residential Program • Evening Programs
• Women’s Residential Program • 55 Plus Hybrid Program
• Family Program • Spiritual Retreats & Workshops
• Sober Housing • Recovery Coaching

TheRetreat.org  •  952.476.0566
1221 Wayzata Blvd East • Wayzata, MN

Gerry’s Cafe is a non-profit 
business that employs adults  
with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities

 in Arlington Heights. They offer various beverages  
and serve breakfast and lunch.
The cafe is at 1802 North Arlington Heights Road.  

(Closed on Mondays)

  847-651-8906847-651-8906


