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THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME



Today’s
Readings

First Reading
God invites Solomon
to ask for a gift; he
chooses wisdom,

and God grants

him exceptional
understanding to lead
His people.

1 Kings 3:5, 7-12

Second Reading
God works all things
for good, calling and
shaping believers
according to His
purpose to share
Christ’s glory.

Romans 8:28-30

Gospel

Jesus teaches that
God’s kingdom is
worth everything,
revealing its priceless
value and calling for
wise, wholehearted
commitment.

13:44-52

Dear Friends,

| am excited to share that the second phase
of our HVAC improvements has been
underway this past week. The first phase
was completed in November 2025, and we
anticipate finishing the remaining phases by
the summer of 2027. You may have even
noticed the cranes in our parking lot lifting
the new rooftop units into place.

Several years ago, | purchased a new,
state-of-the-art refrigerator for my home.
As a homeowner, | was excited about my
new purchase. Shortly afterward, | hosted
a family gathering, and no one commented
on it or even seemed to notice it. When |
mentioned this to my aunt, she simply said,
"That's the thing about refrigerators, people
just expect you to have one."

| think the same is true of air conditioning.
People simply expect it to be there.

| would like to sincerely thank everyone
who has so generously contributed to our
Capital Campaign. Your stewardship of
our parish and your generosity have made
this important project possible. | am deeply
grateful for your commitment to St. James
and for your investment in the future of our
parish.

As Capital Campaign pledges continue

to be fulfilled, we will also begin the
reconfiguration of our parish school. Projects
of this size can only move forward when
sufficient funds are available, and your
continued support is helping make that
possible.

St. James Parish ¢ Arlington Heights, IL ¢ stiamesah.org

In the meantime, the next time you attend an
event in the gym, visit the school, or stop by
the parish offices, take a moment to enjoy the
cool air—and know that it is there because of
the generosity of this parish community.

Gratefully,
Fr. Ed



IS GOD ON YOUR MIND?
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PARISH NEWS

Put Your Faith In Action - Register Today!

Have questio . James parishioner
Dave Chaplin (david.m.c .com) who is a current student
with the Encounter School of Ministry.

July 26,2026 < The Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 5§



6 St James Parish * Arlington Heights, IL * stiamesah.org



COMMUNITY AND CARE

FioNliv; et
You

(Isaiah 49:15)

Following in the footsteps of

his predecessor, Pope Leo will
commemorate the sixth World Day for
Grandparents and the Elderly on Sunday
July 26, the Feast of Saints Joachim and
Anne, the grandparents of Jesus.

Pope Francis established the observance
in 2021 to bring focus to a group of
people often relegated to the margins

of society and, instead, recognize them
for their worth and contributions. The
theme for this year’s celebration is taken
from Isaiah - “a reminder to families and
ecclesial communities not to forget them,
recognizing in them a precious presence
and blessing.” (Vatican Dicastery for
Laity, Family, and Life, 10 February
2026).

July 26, 2026 < The Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

In his homily on the first World Day, Pope
Francis stated that “grandparents and the
elderly are not leftovers from life, scraps
to be discarded.” He urged his audience
to “listen to them...” “cherish them and
spend time with them.” (25 July 2021 St.
Peter’s Basilica) As we, a people of faith,
commemorate this day, let us recognize
their worth and value in word and

deed and give thanks for all they have
contributed to our lives.

Everyone deserves to be in safe, healthy
relationships.

If you or someone you know may be in an
abusive relationship, a pathway to safety
exists. Get help.

National Domestic Violence Hotline
800-799-SAFE

IL Dept. on Aging
24-hour Elder Abuse Hotline
866-800-1409 or TTY 800-544-5304

7
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If you were Aladdin and a genie granted you
one wish, for what would you ask?

Of course, we don't believe in genies or magic
lamps. But we do believe in God, and we do
pray. So if God guaranteed one, and only one,
request, for what would you ask?

Perhaps asking for the miraculous healing of
a loved one, who is sick, would not be the best
choice. That may sound harsh but consider
Lazarus. Jesus raised him from the dead—a
stunning miracle. Yet Lazarus eventually died
again. Every earthly healing is temporary
because death still comes for us all.

King Solomon faced a similar question when
God said, "Ask something of me and I will give
it to you." Solomon did not ask for wealth,
power, or a long life. He asked for wisdom to
serve God well, and God praised his request.

Too often we treat God like a genie, asking Him
to grant our wishes. But God's greatest desire is
not simply to make this life more comfortable.
His greatest desire is our salvation.

That is why, if we have one guaranteed request,
we should ask for the salvation of those we
love —as well as our own.

Jesus constantly points us toward eternity. He
compares the Kingdom of Heaven to a treasure
hidden in a field and a pearl of great price,
worth giving up everything else to obtain.
Nothing is more valuable.

This doesn't mean we stop praying for healing
or other needs. We should. God cares deeply
about our suffering. But even suffering can
become a path to holiness, as we see in Christ's
Passion, Death, and Resurrection. As St. Paul
reminds us, "We know that all things work for
good for those who love God."

There may be no magic lamps, but there is
something far greater: a God who desires to
be with us forever. The real question is not
whether God wants to grant us eternal life. He
does.

The question is: if you had only one wish,
would that be yours?

Reflection Questions:

e If God guaranteed you one request, what
would you ask for—and what does your
answer reveal about what you value most?

e Jesus compares the Kingdom of Heaven to
a treasure hidden in a field and a pearl of
great price. What are some things in your life
that compete with God for first place in your
heart?

e How often do your prayers focus on
temporary needs—such as health, success, or
comfort—compared to praying for your own
salvation and the salvation of those you love?

For more Gospel reflections visit
stiamesah.org/path-to-sunday

July 26, 2026 < The Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

SPECIAL OPPORTUNITIES
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OUR PRAYERS & INTENTIONS

Mass Intentions & Observances

Saturday, July 25

5:00 Joseph Lang
Kevin & Patrick Houlihan
Oscar Novales Jr.
Sr. Joanne Grib*

Sunday, July 26 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 Catherine Lyons (19th Anniv.)
Marty Galis
Astra Anfonini
10:00 Gretchen & Bill Cronin
John Vincent
Judy Schmueser
Alex Tsourmas
Arlene Brescia
12:00 For the people of the parish
5:00 Kelly O’Connor

Monday, July 27
7:30 Phyllis Annand
Mary Malone

Philip Krueger
John F. Kordek

12:00 Jozefa Bezruczko
Paul & Jane Nelson Family
Rebecca Halvorson Family
Timothy & Amy Nelcon Family
Lisa Nelson Family
Jenny & Matt Walls Family

Tuesday, July 28
7:30 Mary Ellen Stuermer

Wednesday, July 29  Sis. Martha, Mary and Lozarus
7:30 Cynthia Swanson (1st Anniv.)

Dr. Ricardo Cruz
12:00 Linda Nelson Family

Teresa Nelson Family

George Shannon Family

George & Ruth Nelson Family

Charlotte & Billy Johnson Family

Thursday, July 30 Si. Peter Chrysologus
7:30 Frank Brennan

Martin Galis

Robert Biebel

Friday, July 31 St. Ignatius of Loyola
7:30 Tom Rothfus

Jack Ruane

Richard Woijtkowski

Saturday, August 1  St. Alphonsus Liguori
7:30 Special Intention

In Loving Memory

Kathy Lynn Andrews

*Indicates Living

10 st.James Parish * Arlington Heights, IL ¢ stjamesah.org

Please pray for our sick

Norine Naselli
Andy Kaplan
Lucy Detlefsen
Lucille Krajnik
Barbara Reed
Owen Patricoski
Sr. Joanne Grib
Carl Laub

Judy De Lio

Wedding Banns

1. Aric Faller & Nicole Judd
II. Joshua Que & Michelle McDonald
[. Antonio Gutierrez Martinez & Jennifer Brown

Recent Baptisms

Charlotte Elizabeth Cavida, child of
Dustin Cavida and Mary McCarthy

John Terrance Williams, child of
Ross Williams and Gabirielle (Silva) Williams

Margaret Alison Schneider, child of
William Schneider and Lauren (Kaminsky) Schneider

Readings for the week of July 27

Monday: Jer 13:1-11 /Dt 32:18-19, 20, 21,/Mt 13:31-35

Tuesday: Jer 14:17-22/Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13/Mt 13:36-43
Wednesday: ~ Jer 15:10, 16-21/Ps 59:2-3, 4, 10-11, 17, 18 /Jn 11:19-27
Thursday: Jer 18:1-6/Ps 146:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6ab/Mt 13:47-53

Friday: Jer 26:1-9/Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14/Mt 13:54-58

Soturday: ~ Jer 26:11-16, 24/Ps 69:15-16, 30-31, 33-34/Mt 14:1-12
Next Sunday:  Is 55:1-3/Ps 145:8-18 /Rom 8:35, 37-39/Mt 14:13-21

Celebrant Schedule August 1-2

5:00 Fr. Paul
8:00 Fr. Ed
10:00 Fr. Paul
12:00 Fr. Paul
5:00 Fr. Ed



PARISH INFORMATION

Thank you, St. James Community, for your contributions during June, 2026

Sunday Collections

Budgeted

Actual Variance

=

$183,200

$218,922.11 $35,722.11

PARISH GROUPS AND APOSTOLATES

Envelopes: $131,887.90

Online Giving: $87,034.21

Earth Shepherds provides opportunities to learn about the
relationship between Scripture, Catholic Social Teaching and
our responsibility to be stewards of God’s Creation.
sjearthshepherds@gmail.com

Grief Support Group is about helping with your grief.

Are you struggling with a loss? Having a hard time coping? We meet twice
per month. Please email the address below for more details. griefsupport@
stjamesah.org

Jr. Ambassadors is a group for all children of St. James to practice their faith
in service to others and as an example of our Catholic faith to everyone. Jr.
Ambassadors act as representatives and promoters of our faith while learning
about the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy and Catholic Social Teaching.
kcoughlin@stjamesah.org

Loaves and Fishes provides lunches for those experiencing
homelessness in Chicago’s Uptown neighborhood. stjameslandf@
gmail.com

Men of St. James provides opportunities for Christian fellowship
through social, spiritual and service activities for men of the parish at
least 21 years of age. msj@stjamesah.org

Mental Health Group provides support, education and awareness to our
parish communities on issues related to mental health. Strives to provide
resources of support, education and hope.

tsherva@gmail.com

Ministers of Care bring the Holy Eucharist to parishioners who are
unable to leave their homes or are in care homes. Ministry volunteers
must complete a mandatory training session and follow Archdiocesan
guidelines. ministryofcare@stjamesah.org

Moms Plus provides support and fellowship to Catholic moms. This
group is part of Women of St. James. momsplus@stjamesah.org

Mondays with Mary small group of men who pray the

Rosary every Monday morning in the Teen Room at 7:00 a.m., then
attend Mass together. New members are welcome.

A remote option is available for those unable to attend in person.
mike_smigiel@msn.com

Over 50 Social Club provides social outings, speakers, and parties to any
parishioner over the age of 50. stecstan@sbcglobal.net

PADS Outreach provides safety, temporary shelter and
services to the unhoused. st.james.pads@gmail.com

Parish Pastoral Council serves as a representative body
of the St. James parish community, guided by the Holy Spirit.
PPC@stjamesah.org

Peace & Justice educates the faithful on the Catholic social teachings,
supports and complements parish ministries and empowers people

to transform lives and society, both locally and globally. Meets the last
Tuesday of each month.

Prayer Shawl Group creates a wide variety of shawls for anyone in
need of prayers or blessings. We pray as we knit or crochet, and meet
on the 3rd Sunday of each month to bless the fruits of our labors.
prayershawlministry@stjamesah.org

Respect Life strives to transform society into a

Culture of Life where every human being is valued and
protected from the moment of conception until natural death.
respectlife@stjamesah.org

Stepping Stones raises awareness, promotes understanding and
prevents relational violence by educating communities and providing
referrals to victims and survivors of emotional, financial, physical

and sexual abuse. (IL Domestic Violence Helpline: 877-863-6338),
steppingstones@stjamesah.org

St. Vincent de Paul provides emergency, short-term financial help
for anyone living within the parish boundaries. For information on
volunteering for or using this service, call the Parish Office followed by
x8517. All requests kept confidential.

Women of St. James provides support to Catholic women who are
committed to growing and sharing their faith through sisterhood and
service. wosjministryleads@gmail.com
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YOU MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN
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Dr. Victoria Ursitti
& Associates

847-870-0475

3030 Salt Creek Ln. Suite 130 ¢ Arlington Heights, IL 60005

HANDYMAN SERVICES

e CARPENTRY

e ELECTRIC
* PLUMBING

847-500-7730

PREMIERHOMEIMPROVE.COM
* PARISHIONER DISCOUNT *x

* PAINTING
e BATHROOMS
e KITCHENS

FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS
Dr. Aggie, DMD + Dr. Iwona, DDS

Hart Dental Barrington in Foundry Shopping Center
(847) 865-4278 | www.HartDentalBarrington.com

catholicmatch’
lIlinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

Dr. Ernest Costello and his
family are Parishioners of
St. James Catholic Church

vlve
by fat,

2 Corinthians 5:7

COSTELLO

DENTAL EXCELLENCE
Care for Your Smile

Call to Schedule a

omplimentary Consult

847-259-1111

1510 N. Arlington Hts. Rd.
Arlington Heights, Illinois 60004

WWW.COSTELLODENTAL.COM

Outside is fun again.
Mosquito Joe of Chicago North
Mosquito, Tick, & Perimeter Pest Control
Eco Friendly - Locally Owned
847-773-1990 | Treating Lake & Cook Counties
chicagonorth.mosquitojoe.com

DRIVEWAYS . PATIOS - STOOPS
STEPS -« WALKWAYS - CURBS
GARAGE FLOORS « FOUNDATIONS

idential
Commercil  847-298-1500 es piaines, I
www.XclusiveConcrete.com
Tony Grisanzio

TIM BUSHNELL,BUSHNELL, INC.

General Manager  Parish Member

Plastic Corrosion Resistant

Materials

For Industrial Applications Fax (847) 297-8617
2110 foﬂld Road

STARCK
REALESTATE

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

TOM STENGREN “A Name You Can Trust”

847-828-8881 ¢ tstengren@starckre.com
FREE MARKET ANALYSIS W/ MENTIONOFAD  Parishioner

Office (847) 297-4510 Des Plaines, IL 60018

Connecting Catholics

at St James
and serving the
surrounding community.

Personal & Reliable
Home Care Services

with Catholic values
and spiritual beliefs.

Need assistance to live independently at home?
As little as 2 hrs to 12 hrs, “Live-In” or 24-hr care

www.Catholic-Care.com

1-800-811-2210

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

Agnes Kakareko
REALTOR

. 630-400-2702
agnes.kakareko @bairdwarner.com

210 West Northwest Highway
Arlington Heights, IL 60004

Senior Lifestyle Solutions
Home Care Solutions to Make Life Comfortable.

* Daily Living Support — Companionship, Transportation,
Activities of Daily Living Assistance
* Health-Related Support — Dementia & Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, Respite,
Hospital to Home Transition
« Flexible Scheduling — Short Shifts, 24-Hour & Live-In, Overnight & Weekends

Long Term Care Insurance and VA Benefits accepted.
Call to Schedule your FREE Home Care Assessment
(815) 526-0054 * Info@SeniorLifestyleSolution.com

St. James, Arlington Heights, IL 01-4059
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1520 N. ARLINGTON HEIGHTS RD, ARLINGTON HEIGHTS IL 60004
(847) 253-0168 - WWW.GLUECKERTFH.COM

Ed the Plumber

Ed the Carpenter
SHINGLES WOOD SHAKES FLAT ROOFING GUTTERS
Sa7.453 144
est Work « Best Rates
PARISHIONER DISCOUNT 847.797.0404 www.smartroofers.com

SMART ROOFING

Broker N
Owner
Parishoner

- LeafGuard®
is guaranteed never
to clog or we'll clean
it for FREE*
- Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves,
pine needles, and debris
- Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters
- Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

“Guaranteed not to clog for

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration ,onq'as you own your home,

or we'll clean your gutters for free.

Get it. And forget it.”

Sue Duchek (847)951-5804

Our Only
. . 1o CROWN TREE Care Is You
Senior Real Estate Specialist (SRES) CARE, INC.

Your Complete Tree and Shrub Care Company

1 ‘ Diego R. Bolanos, Bachelor’s Of Science in Forestry
helplng Boomers and Beyond (5 5 +.) for Cﬁf;;][¢>(/Atlf:::3:l lli-wﬁ-e\, LC« and IAA /\;embé/i 847-827-9060 Specializing In Cancer
all their real estate needs SR el SAC SRl | Working Towards a Cure And Blood Disorders

www.crowntreecareinc.com

KATHLEEN E. RODRIGUEZ

Attorney at Law Worried about
> =
| someone’s alcohol Jennifer Burnidge CLU ChFC RICP, Agent €
Real Estate 2 &
) or dru g uses 220 E Northwest Highway, Arlington Heights, IL 60004 S£8
Parish Member 847-942-4395 Bus: 847-253-5678 * jennifer @ jenniferburnidge.com £ S E
& @ S

Kathleen.rodrigucz@yahoo.com —
“The Retreat opens the doors to spiritually grounded recovery”

= Men's Residential Program = Evening Programs

- Women'’s Residential Program = 55 Plus Hybrid Program

= Family Program = Spiritual Retreats & Workshops 0
— S ——

= Sober Housing = Virtual Programs
TheRetreat.org « 952.476.0566 PLUMBING & SEWER
1221 Wayzata Blvd East « Wayzata, MN Your Trusted PIumbing
Specializing in Restoration, Sales and Service of Vintage and Experts S| nce 2003
Contemporary Timepieces. Watches bought & sold. .
We Buy Gold and Silver Family Owned and Operated

25% off All In-Stock Watch Bands w/purchase of a 8 47—7 2 6 - 8 8 2 o
Battery Installation.  expires 12/2025 .
dmrplumbingandsewer.com
114 N. Evergreen « (847) 259-8641

Tues. & Fri. 9am-5pm / Thurs. 9am-7pm / Sat. 9am-3pm / Closed Mon., Wed., & Sun. Parishioner Discount

Friedrichs Funeral Home, INC

The only family owned and operated funeral home in Mount Prospect and Arlington Heights

Henry Friedrichs COMPARE OUR PEOPLE, PRICES, AND SERVICE.
Joseph Gamboney 320 W. Central Rd. Mt. Prospect ¢ (847) 255-7800 ¢ www.FriedrichsFH.com

Jack Friedrichs

Brian P. Zulawinski, DDs
Parishioner - St. James

15 N. Arlington Heights Rd. 847-253-7477

Arlington Heights, IL 60004 www.ArlingtonDentalOnline.com

LAUTERBURG & OEHLER FUNERAL HOME

Serving Families In Our Community Since 1917

2000 E. Northwest Hwy ¢ Arlington Heights ¢ (847) 253-5423
For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com St. James, Arlington Heights, IL 01-4059




820 N. Arlington Heights. Road
Arlington Heights, IL 60004

(224) 345-7200
www.stjamesah.org

MASS SCHEDULE

SACRAMENTS & DEVOTIONS

Daily Mass: Mon. - Sat. 7:30 a.m. | Mon. & Wed.12:00 p.m.

Saturday 5:00 p.m. Praise & Worship Ensemble
Sunday  8:00 a.m. Traditional Choir & Organ
Sunday 10:00 a.m. Contemporary Choir
Sunday 12:00 p.m. Contemporary Music
Sunday  5:00 p.m. Praise & Worship Ensemble

PARISH OFFICE HOURS

Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Contact the Parish Office (224) 345-7200 as soon as possible when your
loved one is dying or has just begun hospice. Please use extension 2
after hours. The Anointing of the Sick may be administered to those
dying as well as those who are not dying but are dealing with serious
iliness, major surgery, or advanced age. (The Last Rites includes
Anointing, as well as Confession and Communion.) A person may be
anointed more than once if needed.

PARISH STAFF AND PERSONNEL

BAPTISM - Please contact the Parish Office with a preferred date
one month in advance.

MARRIAGE - At least six months prior to your wedding, please
contact the Parish Office to set a date.

HOLY HOUR - First Wednesday of the month 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. in the
church for procession of the blessed sacrament, evening prayer,
and rosary

FIRST FRIDAY - Devotion to the Sacred Heart after the 7:30 a.m.
Mass on the first Friday of each month

FIRST SATURDAY - Rosary & Devotion to Our Lady after the 7:30
a.m. Mass on the first Saturday of each month

CONFESSION - Wednesdays at 6:00 pm & Saturdays at 8:00 am

THE ADORATION CHAPEL - Open to the public, M-F from
6:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m. and Sat & Sun 6:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Or sign up for a time at adorationpro.org/jamesil

Rev. Edward J. Pelrine, Pastor

frpelrine@stjamesah.org ¢ 224-345-7222

Rev. Paul Stein, Associate Pastor

frstein@stjomesah.org © 224-345-7215

Rev. Michael Grzesik, Associate Pastor

ON SABBATICAL
Rev. William Zavaski, Pastor Emeritus

James Bannon (Laura), Deacon

jbannon@archchicago.org © 847-577-6328

Johnny Burnett (Susan), Deacon

jburnett@stjamesah.org ¢ 847-707-3360

School Principal, Dr. Greg Scalia
principal@stjamesschoolah.org ¢ 224-345-7145

Director of Operations, John Maher

jmaher@stjamesah.org ¢ 224-345-7207

Stewardship & Development Director, Julie Jacobson

jjacobson@stjamesah.org ¢ 224-345-7212

Director of Music & Liturgy, Tamaron Conseur

tconseur@stjamesah.org © 224-345-7204

Associate Director of Music, Dr. Leah Kang

Ikang@stjamesah.org ¢ 224-345-7221

Finance Director, Judith Mulvihill
jmulvihill@stjamesah.org © 224-345-7203

Campus Maintenance Engineer, Mike Tomasiewicz

mtomasiewicz@stjamesah.org ¢ 224-345-7200 ext. 6128

Director of Digital Evangelization, Aurelio Garcia

agarcia@stjamesah.org © 224-345-7218

Religious Education Coordinator, Christine Nagle

cnagle@stjamesah.org o 224-345-7152

Family Faith Formation Director, Monica Barc
mbarc@stjamesah.org

High School Ministry Coordinator, Joshua Jones
jiones@stjamesah.org © 224-345-7214

Middle School Ministry Coordinator, Dora Mendoza
dmendoza@stjamesah.org

Campus Minister, Marisa Pollastrini

mpollastrini@stjamesah.org © 224-345-7223

FOCUS Parish Missionary, Matt Marcheschi
mmarcheschi@stjamesah.org © 224-345-7210

Admin to Pastor/Liturgy Coordinator/VIRTUS Administrator, Kafie Sowa
ksowa@stjamesah.org  224-345-7239

Reception & Front Desk, Flo Trunk
ftrunk@stjomesah.org © 224-345-7200

Print & Digital Communications Specialist, Natalie Conseur

nconseur@stjamesah.org o 224-345-7217

Administrative Assistant, Carly White
cwhite@stjamesah.org © 224-345-7213

Sacramental Records, Patty Reilly
preilly@stjamesah.org



